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1. Location of Abbeville 
and other historic 
archaeological sites 
in the area. Nixon’s 
original purchase is 
outlined in green. The 
background image 
is a 1902 Index Map 
of Manukau County 
(Special Collections, 
Auckland Public 
Library NZ Maps 4790).

Abbeville, Nixon Road, Mangere: 
archaeological monitoring

Jaden Harris

Auckland International Airport have recently completed redeveloping the prop-
erty known as Abbeville, comprising house and barn, located at 5 Nixon Road, 
Mangere. Abbeville is a historic farmstead dating back to 1852 and the house has 
a Category II registration (#2654) under the Historic Places Act 1993. Th e build-
ings and surrounding curtilage are identifi ed as R11/2347 in the New Zealand 
Archaeological Association site fi le, the national database of archaeological sites. 

Works to develop the property into a function centre have included the res-
toration of the exterior of both the house and barn, the replacement of services, 
the internal refi tting of the house, landscaping of the grounds and the construc-
tion of carparks. Th e development also included the relocation to the property 
and restoration of the historic Westney Methodist church (Best and Furey 2007) 
and Westney homestead (Campbell and Furey 2007). Works were carried out in 
stages from March 2011 and completed in March 2012. All stages of the works 
that required disturbance to the ground surface or where the original fabric of the 
house or barn were exposed or modifi ed were monitored or inspected by an archae-
ologist. Archaeological monitoring was carried out in accordance with authorities 
2011/194 and 2012/461 issued by the New Zealand Historic Places Trust.

History

Marmaduke George Nixon purchased Allotments 60–63, Parish of Manurewa, 
comprising 469 acres of land at Tautauroa, Mangere. Although the deed was reg-
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2. 2008 Aerial photo 
of Abbeville and its sur-

rounds (http://maps.
aucklandcouncil.govt.

nz/aucklandcouncil-
viewer/).
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3. Marmaduke George 
Nixon. Timeframes, 
Alexander Turnbull 

Library.

istered in 1854 (Deed 1G 1978), he moved onto the property soon aft er his arrival 
in New Zealand in 1852. He paid £1 per acre but the purchase money was remitted 
by the Government through a scheme to attract retired military personnel to New 
Zealand. 

Nixon had served in the British army in the 39th regiment, and spent 16 years 
in India rising to the rank of Captain (Figure 3). He was unmarried and also sup-
ported two unmarried sisters; his income from the army was insuffi  cient to meet 
his obligations and so he resigned in 1851 and emigrated to New Zealand in 1852 
(Barber 1990: 167). Captain Th eodore Haultain, a friend and fellow offi  cer who 
also served in India, persuaded Nixon to settle in New Zealand and was already 
resident at Panmure overseeing the Fencible Force when Nixon arrived. 

On the farm the tea tree was cut, post and rail or ditch and bank fences divided 
the farm into paddocks, the land ploughed, and grass, oat, clover 
and maize seed planted using employed labour. Th ere were regu-
lar diary entries for the purchase of posts and rails for fencing, 
and for fi rewood. Wattle sticks were cut and one reference was to 
their use in the hen enclosure.

Nixon took possession of the land in July 1852 and on 23 July 
recorded that he had selected a site for the house and garden, and 
two raupo houses, one 12' square x 7' high, the other 36' x 16' wide 
and 7' high were to be built by Maori from the Pukaki settlement 
for £10. A bonus of 5s was to be paid if the smaller whare was built 
within a week, and 10s if the larger one was built within three 
weeks. Unfortunately the fi rst whare was built only 5' high and 
the door was on the wrong side. Nixon and his friend and busi-
ness partner Howard Hutton moved to the farm on 12 August 
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1852 and erected a tent, levelled the fl oor and covered it with shell. A drain was 
built around the outside. Th e fl oor of the whare, when built, was similarly covered 
with shells.

Nixon kept a diary of activities on the farm, of which only intermittent years, 
held in Alexander Turnbull Library, have survived. Th e New Zealand record com-
mences with his arrival in New Zealand, describes the purchase of the land, the 
clearing of scrub from the property and sowing grass, stock purchase and the 
construction of a house and outbuildings. Nixon may also have been a keen gar-
dener, keeping lists of vegetables grown in his vegetable plots and seeds collected or 
ordered. He also appears to have relished the domesticity, allocating names to his 
hens, and noting births to animals that may have been pets. Neighbours are also 
mentioned as sharing equipment and labour.

Nixon originally lived in a raupo whare constructed for him by local Maori but 
later in 1852 he ordered cut timber from Otahuhu for construction of his house: 17' 
(5.1 m) lengths of fl oorboards 12 x 1" (300 x 25 mm), boards 12 x ¾" (300 x 19 mm), 
12' (3.6 m) lengths of 6 x 2" (150 x 50 mm) for joists, scantling (framing) 4 x 3" (100 
x 75 mm), and 17' lengths of 6 x 2" (150 x 50 mm) (probably intended for baseplates 
and roof framing) (Nixon ms 15 September 1852). Materials were delivered to the 
Pukaki Creek landing by boat. Nixon also purchased a structure from a merchant 
at Otahuhu “which he says is 10 ft  [3.5 m] wide, 16 [5.5 m] long and 8 [2.4 m] high” 
for £5 10s (Nixon ms. 24 September 1852). Th is was obviously in kitset or disas-
sembled state and he employed a carpenter to erect it (Nixon ms. 10 October 1852). 
Pre-cut lengths of timber, ready for assembly on site, would have reduced building 
time, volume of materials to be transported, and waste. Nixon’s hut was intended 
as an adjunct to the raupo whare.

4. Detail of plan of 
Manukau drawn by 
Marmaduke George 
Nixon, 1852–54, show-
ing “My Hut” on the 
point of Allotment 
62 on the banks of 
the Pukaki Creek 
(Alexander Turnbull 
Library MapColl–
832.12gbbd/[186–]/
Acc.427).
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Two plans, one drawn by Nixon himself (the Turnbull Library catalogue dates it 
to c. 1860, however it shows Allotment 60 still in Nixon’s ownership although this 
was sold to William Westney in 1854, Figure 4), and another of later date (it shows 
the division of the land into paddocks, does not include Allotment 60 and shows 
the road line from the earlier plan as “Old road”, Figure 5), show these buildings on 
the point of Allotment 62 adjacent to the Pukaki Creek. In Nixon’s plan “My Hut” 
is labelled while in the second plan several buildings are shown though they are 
unlabelled. Th ese early buildings of Nixon’s are clearly not the current Abbeville 
house – they lie beneath the current golf course. By 1854 Nixon had built a “fi ne 
house” on his property (Dave Pearson Architects 2010) which may be the current 
building. It is possible that the 10 x 16' kitset building was moved to form the core 
of Abbeville although the dimensions diff er from the Phase 1 building (Spaces G5, 
G15 and G16, see Figure 11 below), but the Otahuhu merchant’s description may 
have been in error.

Nixon appears to have been an infl uential fi gure in the rural community. He 
was on the founding committee of the Mangere Central School despite having no 
children and a member of the Mangarei [Mangere] Highway Board committee. He 

5. Map of Nixon’s farm, 
undated, showing 
division into pad-
docks with build-

ings shown on the 
point of Allotment 

62(Alexander Turnbull 
Library MS–copy Micro 

– 0703).
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Legal description Seller Purchaser Date 
Allot 61, 62 and  Catherine Nixon, Susannah Howard Hutton (with 22 August 1864
north part 63 Nixon and Augusta Hewett houses and buildings) (19 D 153)
Allot 61, north John Logan Campbell and Matthew Fleming of Onehunga 10 March 1865
part 63 Howard Hutton  (19 D 686)
 Alexander Fleming of Glasgow Albert Robinson, farmer of  12 April 1877
  Mangere (with buildings) (23 M 98)
 Albert Robinson Frederick Mariner of Mangere 18 August 1906
   (R 125 364)
 Mariner & others Charles Levet farmer 23 December 1910
   (R 186 85)
 Charles Levet James Paul of Mangere 4 February 1918
   (R 281 283)
Part 61 (nw  Alexander Fleming Samuel Fleming and others  12 April 1877
corner of 13 acres)  (trustees) intended to be the  (23 M 97)
  occupation of Mrs Fleming the 
  widow of late Matthew Fleming
Allot 62 John Logan Campbell and John Gibson of Manurewa 11 March 1865
 Howard Hutton   (19 D 156)

Table 1. Land transactions for Allotments 61–63 in the 19th and early 20th century after Nixon’s death. Allotment 60 
was transferred to William Westney in 1854.

was also the member for Franklin in the House of Representatives from 1861 until 
his death (Barber 1990: 168).

His military background proved useful to the Government prior to the out-
break of the New Zealand Wars and on April 3 1860 he was made a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Royal Volunteer Cavalry and was responsible for raising a volunteer 
force to guard the communication and supply line along the Great South Road 
between Auckland and the redoubts of South Auckland. In 1863, when General 
Cameron invaded the Waikato, Nixon and his cavalry were stationed there. He was 
promoted to Colonel in the Auckland Militia in 1864 and was seriously wounded 
at Rangiaowhia, near Te Awamutu, on 21 February 1864. He returned to Tautauroa 
where he was cared for by a friend, Howard Hutton, who shared the farm with him 
(letter Hutton to Nixon’s sisters 1864). He died on 27th May 1864.

In addition to owning Allotments 60–63, Nixon, in partnership with Haultain, 
leased Ascot Farm from Mr Greenwood in 1857 (on the south side of Ascot Road 
between Montgomerie Road and Kirkbride Road) for seven years at £500 year with 
a right of purchase at the end of the lease for £20 per acre (Allotments 77–79). Th e 
land adjoined the farm owned by John Scott Snr who lived at Allotment 81. Nixon 
moved from Tautauroa to Ascot (Nixon ms. 24 March 1857); Haultain and family 
continued to reside at Panmure. Although Nixon and Haultain clearly had a deep 
friendship lasting many years, humorous entries in the diary include “Haultain 
and family came out to the farm – Nixon has serious thoughts of retiring to a her-
mitage in the crater of the hill in Lot 79 – which is surrounded by a swamp impass-
able by women and children – thought better of it” (15 April 1857) and “Haultain 
and family evacuated the farm. Nixon breathes easy again” (13 May 1857). From 
the diary it appears farm labourers were shared between Ascot and Tautauroa. Th e 
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diary for this year is in an unknown handwriting but 
Nixon has made additions to it.

Following Nixon’s death, Howard Hutton wrote to 
Nixon’s sisters in England to inform them of the news 
that he died at Hutton’s house (at Tautauroa). Th e letter 
also referred to Nixon’s will and estate. Th e Ascot part-
nership was apparently fi nancially unsuccessful, and the 
Tautauroa property had a mortgage of around £2500, 
with further debts of £1500–£2000 attributed to Nixon. 
Nixon’s wishes were that the property was to be sold, and 
any remaining money sent to his sisters. In addition, in 
recognition of Nixon’s contribution during the Waikato 
Campaign, the Government awarded his two unmarried 
sisters a stipend of £150 per year each for the remainder 
of their lives (Nixon Pension Act 1865; Clarke 1985). 

Although Nixon purchased Allotments 60–63, Lot 
60 was sold soon aft er he had legal ownership. Th e deed 
states that the land had been sold “some time since” 
to Th omas Shepherd of Pukaki for £100, and who now 
required that the on-sale to William Westney be made 
legal. In 1854 the 60 acres were transferred to Westney 
(Deed 5D 299). Allotment 60 was on the west side of 
what is now George Bolt Drive, with Ihumatao Road as 
the southern boundary. Th e Westney house was subject 
to an archaeological investigation in 2005 (Campbell 
and Furey 2007).

Th e property was transferred to Nixon’s sisters who 
were the benefi ciaries of his will, and then Allotments 
61–63 were transferred to Howard Hutton, Captain in 
the Royal Cavalry Volunteers, for 5 shillings (19D 153; 
24 August 1864). Allotments 61 and the north part of 
63 were sold by Hutton and John Logan Campbell on 
10/3/1865 (19D 686) to Matthew Fleming for £1750, and 
included “all buildings.” Allotment 62 was sold by the 
same vendors to John Gibson (11 March 1865; 19D 156) 
for £2145 with no mention of buildings. It is likely that 
Campbell held the mortgage over the property, and the 
combined value of the sales is similar to the amount 
Hutton indicated was the mortgage and debts left  by 
Nixon. Th e stock and farm implements were advertised 
for sale by Hutton, as executor of Nixon’s estate, in June 
1864 (Figure 6). 

Th e house and barn are within the northern part 
of Allotment 63, with Nixon Road being the boundary 
between the allotments. According to the deeds there 
was more than one house on the allotment from at least 
1864. Nixon’s diary also refers to more than one house 
– one was the house built and initially occupied by him, 
and the other may have been for a farm worker.

Fleming’s ownership was relatively short-lived. Aft er 
his death, a small portion of Allotment 61, on Westney 
Road (now George Bolt Drive) was retained for his widow 
and the remainder of the property sold. Nixon appar-
ently named the property ‘Homewood’ (Dave Pearson 

6. Advertisement from Daily Southern Cross, 13 
June 1864, listing livestock and chattels for sale 
after the sale of Nixon’s farm.
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7. Plan of the barn 
(adapted from plan 
supplied by Dave 
Pearson Architects).
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Architects 2010: 11) but Maria Jane Roussel-Cossey, owner between 1939–1960, 
changed the name to ‘Abbeville.’

Archaeological monitoring

Works which required archaeological monitoring covered most parts of the prop-
erty, including the barn and house, and were conducted between March 2011 and 
January 2012. 

Th e barn and wider farm

Work required to restore the barn included the installation of new posts to provide 
extra support for the roof and to replace existing rotten or broken posts. For this 
purpose new postholes were dug inside the barn in sections G1, G3 and G4 in 
March 2011. Th e Conservation Plan (Dave Pearson Architects 2010) identifi es the 
central part, with loft  overhead and sloping extension on each side (G2, G1 and 
G3) as Phase 1. Phase 2 is on the western side (G4) with later Phase 3 lean-tos on 
the north side. Th e original fl oor of the barn appears to have been constructed of 
a layer of hard packed scoria laid down on the ground surface which had been cut 
down to sterile clay subsoil. In G1 and G3 this had been overlain by a later concrete 
fl oor and in G4, which is open on the north and west sides, a layer of loose soil had 

built up over the scoria.
In June a trench was excavated around 

the barn to install a new stormwater drain. 
Along the front of the barn adjacent to the 
driveway the profi le consisted of 100–150 
mm of scoria gravel laid on sterile clay. On 
the east side of the barn by the concrete 
water tanks was a layer of larger grade, 
irregular scoria rocks which may have been 
laid as a foundation to seat the tanks on. No 
artefacts or features were found during the 
work conducted around the barn.

In December 2011 parts of the con-
creted race on the west side of the barn 
were removed to allow for new gardens and 
courtyards to be constructed around the 
relocated Westney Methodist church and 
Westney house buildings. Th e race is visible 
in the 1949 White’s Aviation aerial photo-
graph but it is not considered that the con-
creted surface dates much before this time. 
When the concrete was lift ed it was found 
that it had been laid over a cobbled surface 
constructed from blocks of local scoria and 
basalt rock. Th e blocks were irregular in 
size and had not been worked and included 
both small cobbles and larger rocks up to 
about 350–400  mm in length. Th e race had 
been excavated down to sterile clay and 
then blocks of stone closely fi tted together 
to form a level cobbled surface. Th e foot-
print of the old race was the same as the 
concreted race, with the concrete having 

8 (top). Posthole on the 
west side of G4 on the 

south side of the water 
tank showing the 

layer of loose soil, then 
scoria laid on clean 
clay. Scale = 0.5 m.

9 (bottom). Surface of 
the cobbled race. Scale 

= 0.5 m.
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been laid directly over the top of it. Th e race was 5 m wide. Courtyard construc-
tion consisted of minimal earthworks – toposil stripping to lay a compacted scoria 
surface.

At around the same time construction commenced on a new 80 space car-
park in the paddock just inside the entranceway on the west side of the driveway 
and adjacent to Nixon Road. Topsoil stripping of the area was monitored but no 
archaeological features were encountered. Further minor works well away from 
the buildings were not monitored. 

Th e house grounds and paths

Closer to the house itself it was expected that there would be 
a greater possibility of rubbish pits, old paths and surfaces 
or artefacts being uncovered. However this proved not to be 
the case with only some minor historic features being found 
along with a handful of potentially late 19th century arte-
facts. Aerial photographs from 1949 and 1959 show very little 
in the way of formal gardens around the house and apart 
from the trees lining the fi rst part of the driveway none of 
the other trees and shrubs were considered to be original or 
dating to any earlier than the mid-20th century. Works mon-
itored around the house included trenches for new stormwa-

11. Warwick plate 
fragment.
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ter, sewer, water and electricity services and the removal of old concrete paths and 
surfaces. No archaeological features or deposits were found on the south, west or 
north sides of the house. No evidence of old garden beds, edging or paths were 
found anywhere around the house.

On the east side the only area where any features of historic interest were uncov-
ered was in the courtyard area between G7, G6 and G5 and the separate cottage to 
the east. Th is area was under a patchwork of concrete prior to work commencing 
which had clearly been laid at various times. Initially only a single trench was cut 
through the concrete to allow the new stormwater drain to be installed in July 2011 
but eventually all of the concrete was lift ed in December 2011. Th e concrete was 
generally thin (60–80 mm thick) and had been laid over a packed scoria surface. 
Th e scoria did not form a neat cobbled surface but had been simply loose laid on 
a surface cut down to sterile clay and packed down over time by foot traffi  c. Th e 
scoria was mixed with clay soil and contained the odd small fragment of glass, 
ceramic and metal. Th e small fragments of rubbish indicate that the scoria repre-
sents an earlier yard surface rather than having been laid as a base course for the 
concrete.

Th e fragments of glass and ceramic included transfer printed ware and tool 
fi nished bottles but also material that clearly dated to the early 20th century. Th e 
only piece that had a manufacturers mark was a brown transfer printed plate with 
a registration diamond for the date 7 June 1880. Th is date matches a registration 
by J. Dimmock and Co, Hanley, Staff ordshire, for the pattern Warwick (Kowalsky 
and Kowalsky 1999: 615). J. Dimmock and Co remained in business until 1904 
and so the plate could have been manufactured at any time from 1880 up to that 
date. Two fragments of Asiatic Pheasants and one small fragment of Rhine were 
the only other patterns identifi ed. Asiatic Pheasants remained common through 
to the early 20th century. No early artefacts were present and the date range of the 
sample of material recovered suggests that the scoria surfaced yard was in use from 
the 1880s at the earliest and was concreted over around the 1920s.

Other concrete paths around the house were also removed but no evidence of 
any earlier surfaces found. Th e paths down the east, north and west side of the 
house were underlain by a layer of fi ne scoria and beach shell that appeared to have 
been laid as a base course for the concrete. Th is layer was completely clean and 
there was no soil or other material mixed into it to indicate that it represented a 
former path surface. All of the concrete surfaces around the house can be securely 
dated to the 20th century.

Th e only other features around the house were two fi eld tile drains found during 
trenching for services in the lawn outside the northeast corner of the house. One 
was a shallow drain leading out from the old down pipe on the northeast corner 
of the house and consisted of sections of 3” diameter pipes 300 mm long. Another 
drain was found during the excavation for a new cesspit slightly further out in the 
same lawn running in an east-west orientation. Th e drain was buried approxi-
mately 1.5 m deep and was not able to be closely inspected but appeared to be of 
the same arrangement.

Th e house

Th e only archaeological fi nds of any signifi cance were uncovered during works 
inside the house itself. During the course of the project all eff orts were made to 
ensure that the original parts of the structure were preserved but where timbers 
were rotten these had to be replaced. Access was also required at various times 
to the underfl oor space to install new services, which meant that fl oorboards 
were lift ed or removed. Internal linings were also removed throughout most of 
the house allowing for past alterations to the house to be identifi ed. However, no 
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detailed program of archaeological recording was possible as prior to work com-
mencing the condition of the original parts of the house was not known and parts 
that needed repair or replacement were only identifi ed as they were uncovered. In 
the Conservation Plan spaces G5, G16 and G15 had been identifi ed as the earliest 
phase of the house, attributed to Nixon with spaces G1–G4, G17 and G18 judged to 
have been added on around the 1880s (Figure 12).

In November 2011 the wooden fl oor was removed from space G7 in preparation 
for the installation of a new concrete fl oor for a commercial kitchen. Upon inspec-
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G14
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12. Floor plan of the 
house showing the 
Phase 1 and 2 parts 
of the building and 
the location of former 
chimneys or fi replaces 
(adapted from plan 
supplied by Dave 
Pearson Architects).
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tion a row of undressed basalt blocks was apparent in the underfl oor space repre-
senting an outside footing of an earlier phase of the building. Artefacts and other 
rubbish were also present across the space and so it was treated as an archaeologi-
cal deposit and investigated.

As there was not a large build-up of material in the underfl oor space and most 
of the artefacts on the surface dated to the 20th century the area was investigated 
by layer, with all the fi nds from the loose material on the surface bagged together 
as Layer 1. Analysis of the sample of material collected confi rmed that the ceramics 

metre
0 1

N

concrete piles & 
chimney base

undressed basalt 
blocks

old puriri piles

blocked doorway
& old chimney base

old concrete floor

earlier conceret 
floor

13. G7 underfl oor plan. 
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and glassware dated to the early 20th century. Layer 1 consisted mainly of loose 
crumbly soil derived from the digging of postholes for the piles of the wooden 
fl oor. Th e piles consisted of rectangular concrete blocks set in regular rows, some 
of which had been displaced when the fl oor was removed (Figure 13). Th e ends 
of the fl oor joists on the west side were partly encased in the concrete fl oor of 
G13 (known to have been constructed aft er the property was purchased by the 
Colinson family in 1960) while on the east side a separate bearer had been laid 
alongside the original wall base plate but was not attached to it.

17. View looking north showing the blue 
painted internal lining of the north wall of 
the Phase 2 room. Scale = 1 m.

14. Concrete fi replace base along the outside of the west 
wall of the Phase 2 room. Note the bearer and fl oor joists 
of G7 having been partly encased in concrete during the 
construction of G13. Scale = 1 m.

15. G7 underfl oor prior to investigation looking south, 
showing the loose debris and rubbish on the surface. 
Scale = 1 m.

16. G7 underfl oor after the removal of Layer 1 showing the basalt 
footing marking the west wall of Phase 2 and a scoria block in the 
centre foreground marking the south wall. Note the centrally placed 
doorway through to G16 and a later doorway in the northwest 
corner of G7 through to G15. . Scale = 1 m.
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When Layer 1 had been removed the footprint for an earlier phase of the build-
ing became clear. Th is was a narrow room measuring approximately 3 m wide by 
6.5 m long with the doorway from G16 being in the centre of the north wall. Th is 
doorway would have originally been the backdoor to the Phase 1 two-room cot-
tage. Th is south wing has been interpreted as belonging to Phase 2 of the build-
ings construction and means that the form of the house prior to the later 1880s 
additions on the north side would have been a ‘T’ shaped structure, with the front 
door in the centre of the north side. Th e west wall of the room was indicated by a 
neatly laid row of undressed basalt blocks with a fl ush outside facing and a con-
crete fi replace or chimney base located centrally along the outside of the wall. Th e 
south wall was indicated by a single basalt block in the centre and two puriri piles, 
which had been cut off  at ground level, to the east. At the base of the east wall of 
G7 a similar row of neatly laid basalt blocks could just be seen with a 3” x 2” base 
plate resting on top. Th e dimensions of the earlier wing were also evident from 
surviving match-lining on the east and north walls (Figure 17). Th e match-lining 
was moulded tongue and groove boards measuring 210 mm wide x 15 mm thick. 
Th e timber was not sampled or formally identifi ed but is most likely to be kauri. 
Th e same match-lining could be seen where modern plaster board lining had been 
removed in the Phase 1 spaces G5 and G15. 

At the south end of the room the ground level stepped down where the end of 
the Phase 2 room would have been. A small area was trowelled down and frag-
ments of brick found mixed into the clay surface. Th is is interpreted as being the 
remains of a former external brick chimney for the Phase 2 room and is likely to be 
earlier than the concrete fi replace foundation on the outside of the west wall. 

Inside the footprint of the Phase 2 room the fl oor was made up of fi ne scoria 
and beach shell with an irregular patch in the centre having been overlain with 
concrete. Th e concrete was very thin (c. 50 mm) and appeared to have been laid as a 
thin skim over the scoria and beach shell surface. Th ere was also evidence of more 

18. 1959 aerial pho-
tograph of Abbeville 

(http://maps.auck-
landcouncil.govt.

nz/aucklandcouncil-
viewer/).
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than one layer of concrete with a section at 
the north end running under the top layer 
(Figure 13). Th e presence of the concrete and 
scoria suggests that the Phase 2 room origi-
nally did not have a wooden fl oor and the 
two phases of fi replaces further suggest that 
it probably served as a kitchen. Th ere was 
also likely a back door from this room but 
there was no surviving evidence of where it 
might have been. At the Scott house site on 
Ihumatao Road, investigated as part of the 
Northern Runway Development in 2007, 
the Phase 1 kitchen was a lean-to attached 
to the back of the cottage with an earth 
fl oor covered with beach shell (Furey 2011). 
Further supporting the theory that the Phase 2 room did not have a wooden fl oor 
was the fact that there were no basalt blocks or piles which would have supported 
the fl oor joists or any indication of postholes where such piles may have been. 

At a much later date, probably early in the 20th century, the south wing seems 
to have been expanded and a wooden fl oor with concrete piles installed. Th is would 
seem to match the layout visible in a 1959 aerial photograph, which shows the 
expanded south wing attached to the original cottage, with the 1880s additions on 
the north side and a verandah along the north and west sides. Aft er the property 
was purchased by the Colinson family in 1960 the new west wing was added along 
with space G6 on the east side.

At the same time as the underfl oor space in G7 was investigated the remainder 
of the old parts of the house were inspected where modern wall linings and fi ttings 
such as windows and doors had been removed. On the north wall of G7, where a 
blocked doorway had been removed into G15, the external weatherboards of the 
Phase 1 cottage were exposed behind the match-lining of the Phase 2 south wing. 
Th e weatherboards were plain boards c. 210 mm wide x 15 mm thick and were ship 

19 (left). Phase 1 weath-
erboards exposed behind 
Phase 2 match-lining on 
the east side of a removed 
blocked doorway from G7 
into G15. Scale = 1 m.

20 (right). Part of the Phase 
1 wall framing and diago-
nal cross-brace exposed on 
the east side of the doorway 
on the south wall of G15. 
Scale = 1 m.

21 (below). The removed 
north wall of G15 where 
stubs of weatherboards 
were visible behind the 
lining at the ends of the 
wall. Note the change in 
height of the fl oor between 
G15 and the later c. 1880s 
addition. Scale = 1 m.
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lapped (Figure 19). Part of the original wall framing with diagonal cross-bracing 
and reverse side of the weatherboard cladding was also exposed by the doorway on 
the south wall of G15 (Figure 20). Weatherboard cladding could also be seen on the 
east side of the doorway between G16 and G7 on the south wall of G16 where the 
lining had been removed. Stubs of weatherboards could also be seen at the ends of 
the removed north wall of G15, which would have originally been the outside wall 
of the Phase 1 cottage.

At the base of the north wall of G7 the basalt block piles of the Phase 1 cottage 
were exposed. From what was visible of the underfl oor space of G5 and G15 it 
appeared that undressed basalt blocks had originally been used as piles through-
out the construction of the Phase 1 building. Later work, which saw part of the 
fl oor removed in spaces G5 and G4 to install a new sewer pipe, revealed that all of 
the fl oors throughout the old part of the house had been completely replaced on 
new concrete piles. Th e concrete piles were also visible under G15 through the gap 
between the levels of the two fl oors.

In G5 most of the modern plaster board lining was removed revealing the orig-
inal kauri match-lining. Th e walls were lined with the same moulded tongue and 
groove c. 210 x 15 mm boards as had been exposed in the Phase 2 south wing in 
G7. Wallpaper had been pasted directly onto the match-lining, with some remnant 
paper still preserved on the south wall. Th e match-lining originally appeared to 
have been oiled or varnished, so the wallpaper must have been a later addition. In 
the Scott house building the Phase 1a cottage had been similarly lined with closely 
fi tting sarking 220–230 mm wide with paper pasted directly onto the wood (Furey 
2011: 35). Th e western wall of the Phase 2 space 3 room at the Westney house was 
lined with 225 mm wide tongue and groove boards which had originally been oiled 
and then later papered over (Campbell and Furey 2007: 35). Th e ceiling of G5 was 
lined directly over the roof raft ers with the same tongue and groove lining with 
no paper. On the south wall (which had been partly modifi ed by a later doorway 
through to G6) was evidence of a former window, with the lining cut to fi t around 
the window frame. Th is is visible just to the left  of the photo scale in Figure 22. In 
the same photograph a vertical strip of unvarnished lining can be seen to the right 
of the photo scale with a corresponding mark on the piece of lining at the top of the 
wall which is probably from a piece of timber which was laid over the joins at the 
end of the lengths of match-lining. Th e shorter lengths of lining with the diff erent 
paper near the bottom of the wall were probably installed when the door was cut 
through to G6. Th is would have meant that G5 had a window placed centrally in 
the south wall and it is likely that G15 would originally had the same arrangement 
(the south wall of G15 has since been removed by later alterations).

22 (left). South wall of 
G5 showing original 

lining with rem-
nant wallpaper and 

evidence of structural 
alterations. Scale = 

1 m.

23 (right). Detail of 
wallpaper remnant on 

internal south wall of 
G5. Scale = 0.5 m.
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Small sections of the roof structure had been exposed in spaces G16 and G15 
above doorways and although only a limited area could be inspected there was 
no evidence of the roof having been originally clad with wooden shingles, as was 
the case with the Phase 1 Scott and Westney houses, where shingles were still pre-
served under the later roofi ng iron. One fragment of what appeared to be a split 
totara shingle was recovered from the underfl oor deposit of G7 and it may be that 
the shingles were removed during later alterations when the roof was clad in cor-
rugated iron. Th e roofi ng iron on the house had also been replaced during work 
earlier in the project to restore the exterior of the house; the exposed roof structure 
was not inspected at that time.

When part of the fl oor of G5 along the east side was removed to allow a new 
sewer line to be installed the underfl oor space was able to be inspected. Th e surface 
of the underfl oor space was strewn with building off -cuts, brick and plaster frag-
ments and historic artefacts ranging from the late 19th–early 20th century. Th e 
small area exposed was cleaned down by trowel and a sample of artefacts collected. 
Th e feature of greatest interest was evidence of an old fi replace along the east wall 
where a window now is. Th e section of fl oor still in situ visible to the left  beneath 
the window in Figure 24 corresponds to the size and location of the former fi re-
place. Underneath the fl oor a row of basalt stones was located running parallel to 
and extending 650 mm out from the wall, with a return at each end running back 
in towards the wall. Th e remaining stones were only a single course high and had 
been roughly mortared together. Around the fi replace and under the fl oor was 
a large amount of brick and plaster fragments deposited when the fi replace and 
chimney had been removed. On the outside of the east wall of G5 beneath the 
window was a corresponding rectangular patch of concrete marking where the 
external brick chimney would have been. Th at the fi replace was removed aft er the 
replacement of the fl oor is evidenced by the joists of the fl oor framing the outside 
of the fi replace and then the gap having been fi lled in at a later date. 

Artefacts collected from the G5 underfl oor space provided the only mean-
ingful sample of artefacts recovered during the course of the monitoring project, 
however, the date of the material ranged from c. 1880–early 20th century, with 

24 (left). G5 underfl oor 
space looking south, 
note the replacement 
fl oor timbers and 
concrete piles. Scale = 
0.5 m.

25 (right). East side 
of G5 showing the 
rectangular patch of 
concrete fi lled in when 
the chimney from the 
former fi replace was 
removed. The gap 
between the weather-
boards and the ground 
has also been bricked 
up and plastered over 
and was likely done at 
the same time. Scale = 
0.5 m.
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26. Ceramics from the 
G5 underfl oor deposit: 
a, b. Asiatic Pheasants 

plate fragments; c. 
Willow plate fragment; 

d. Edgebanded cup; e 
& g. Rhine plate frag-

ments; f. EA0316 bowl 
fragment. mm

500

27 (right). G4 underfl oor looking towards the east wall, 
note the plain whitewashed sarking. Scales = 1 m and 0.5 

m.

28 (below). Blocked doorway in the west wall of space G3. 
Scale = 1 m.
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no early artefacts that could relate back to the building of the structure in 1852. 
Transfer printed ceramic items that date to the late 19th century include frag-
ments of Asiatic Pheasants pattern plates, a Willow and Rhine pattern plate, and 
a brown printed bowl in the unidentifi ed EA 0316 pattern. Th e Asiatic Pheasants, 
Willow and Rhine patterns are very common in late 19th century historic con-
texts in New Zealand and so are not very useful for dating. Th e EA 0316 pattern 
would also appear to date to the last quarter of the 19th century. Th is pattern has 
been previously recovered from the Britomart Reclamation site, Auckland, from 
a context dated 1879–1886, and from the 3 Pipitea Street and 26 Arthur Street 
sites in Wellington from contexts post-dating 1870 (Bickler et al 2005; Campbell 
2009; Adamson and Harris in prep). Later ceramics included a Th omas Forester 
and Sons cup base, dating from the 1920s onwards, and a ‘MADE IN CZECHO-
SLOVAKIA’ saucer, dating either between 1918 and 1920, or 1938 and 1939, which 
are the periods when Czechoslovakia hyphenated its name.

Securely dated glassware from the underfl oor deposit included a John Grey 
and Sons Codd patent aerated water bottle (1880–1902), an ‘EDSON/CHEMIST/
AUCKLAND’ bottle made by the Melbourne Glass Bottle Works (c .1900–1915), 
and a 1925 ‘ABC’ beer bottle base. Other bottle fragments included tops and bases 
from alcohol bottles, a Champions vinegar bottle, castor oil and a Kirkpatrick jam 
jar.

While some of the items potentially date to the late 19th century it would appear 
that most of the material under G5 was deposited during the early part of the 20th 
century. It appears that there originally would have been a gap between the base of 
the wall and the ground on the east side of G5, which has later been bricked up and 
plastered over, so the rubbish was probably thrown in from here. 

In G4, which is part of the addition attributed to the 1880s, a small section of 
fl oor was also lift ed to allow for the installation of the new sewer line. Unlike G5 
there was no great accumulation of rubbish in the underfl oor space with just a few 
building off -cuts, disturbance from the later installation of utilities, and a couple 
of fragments of 20th century glassware and ceramic. Th e fl oor in G4 was entirely 
on concrete piles with no evidence of any earlier basalt block piles. Th e basalt and 
scoria block wall around the outside of the 1880s addition appears to be more of a 
decorative feature than part of the foundations. Th e sarking that was exposed in 
G4, G2, G3 and G1 consisted of plain rough-sawn boards 215 x 15 mm. Some of 
the boards had evidence of having originally been whitewashed. In the west wall 
of space G3 was a blocked doorway measuring 2070 x 800 mm that had been fi lled 
in with boards 300 x 10 mm. Th e boards are painted in the same pale blue as the 
Phase 2 south wing match-lining and may perhaps have come from the ceiling 
of this room. Strips along the edges of the boards are not painted which suggests 
they were originally used on a board and batten style ceiling. Th e blocked doorway 
suggests that spaces G3, G2 and G4 were originally a single room with a doorway 
off  the hall. Th e internal sarking on the east wall of G1 was the same as in G4 (the 
modern lining on the north and west walls had not been removed and so could not 
be inspected). 

Discussion

Th e Phase 1 and 2 house and the Phase 1 barn are clearly early in date but are not 
the same buildings built for Marmaduke Nixon in 1852 and 1853; these are located 
on the point of Allotment 62 beneath the current gold course as early plans show, 
one drawn by Nixon himself (Figures 4 and 5). Th e kitset building ordered from an 
Oathuhu merchant, presumably the one Nixon refers to as “My Hut” in Figure 4, 
was 5.5 x 3.5 m. Phase 1 of Abbeville is nearly twice this size. It is possible that the 
merchant’s description was in error and that the kitset was larger and later moved 
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to the current position where it formed the core of the house, but this is quite a 
discrepancy in size. Nixon owned and farmed Allotments 61, 62 and the north 
part of 63 from 1852–1857, aft er which time he moved to Ascot Farm (Allotments 
77–79), which he leased. Presumably the farm at Tautauroa continued to be run 
by his friend Howard Hutton or a farm manager. In diary entries Nixon alludes to 
there being more than one house on the Tautauroa farm, one that was originally 
built for himself and the other for a farm worker. It is possible that the latter forms 
the core of Abbeville..

Th e record becomes clearer aft er Nixon’s death in 1864 when Allotment 61 and 
the north part of 63 are sold to Fleming ‘with buildings’ and Allotment 62 to John 
Gibson in March 1865. Th e property had been on the market for some time and 
in January 1865 it was being advertised as a 311 acre farm, fenced and divided 
into paddocks by both wire fences and hedging, and fully sown out in pasture 
(Daily Southern Cross 12 January 1865). A clause in the advertisement stated that 
the property could be subdivided to suit purchasers and it appears that this was 
what happened in March 1865. One interesting point about the advertisement is 
that, despite the detail on fencing and pasture, there is no mention of any build-
ings which presumably would have added value to the property. One possibility is 
that any buildings of value may have been sold with the rest of the farm chattels or 
may have been for sale separate to the land. Both properties would seem to have 
had buildings on them when they were sold in 1865 as indicated by buildings being 
mentioned in the deed of sale to Fleming and by Gibson paying nearly twice as 
much per acre than Fleming.

Notably no artefacts were fund that could be dated to Nixon’s earliest occupa-
tion; the earliest pieces dated to the 1880s, so the building cannot be usefully added 
from the limited artefactual assemblage recovered. Archaeological investigations 
of the nearby Westney and Scott houses, where a more complete examination of 
the buildings was possible showed that the history of the houses and sequences of 
construction were more complex than documentary evidence alone suggests. Th e 
Scott house was demolished while the Westney house was far more extensively 
renovated, allowing for much closer inspection than at Abbeville, and the same 
situation is likely to be the case there.
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